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vault of 500 feet long, and twenty-two in breadth, the
roof propped up with four ranks of square pillars, twelve
in a row; the walls are "brick, plastered over with such
a composition as for strength and politure resembles
white marble. 'Tis conceived to have been built by Nero,
as a conservatory for fresh water; as were also the Centi
Camerelli, into which we were next led. All these crypta
being now almost sunk into the earth, show yet their
former amplitude and magnificence.

Returning toward the Baia, we again pass the Elysian
Fields, so celebrated by the poets, nor unworthily, for
their situation and verdure, being full of myrtles and
sweet shrubs, and having a most delightful prospect
toward the Tyrrhene Sea. Upon the verge of these
remain the ruins of the Mercato di Saboto, formerly a
Circus; over the arches stand divers urns, full of Roman
ashes.

Having well satisfied our curiosity among these antiqui-
ties, we retired to our felucca^ which rowed us back
again toward Pozzolo, at the very place of St. Paul's
landing. Keeping along the shore, they showed us a
place where the "sea water and sands did exceedingly boil.
Thence, to the island Nesis, once the fabulous Nymph;
and thus we leave the Baia, so renowned for the sweet
retirements of the most opulent and voluptuous Romans.
They certainly were places of uncommon amenity, as
their yet tempting site, and other circumstances of natural
curiosities, easily invite me to believe, since there is not
in the world so many stupendous rarities to be met with,
as in the circle of a few miles which environ these'bliss-
ful abodes,

8th February, 1645. Returned to Naples, we went to
see the Arsenal, well furnished with galleys and other
vessels. The city is crowded with inhabitants, gentle-
men and merchants. The government is held of the
Pope by an annual tribute of 40,000 ducats and a white
jennet; but the Spaniard trusts more to the power of
those his natural subjects there; Apulia and Calabria
yielding him near four millions of crowns yearly to main-
tain it. The country is divided into thirteen Provinces,
twenty Archbishops, and one hundred and seven Bishops;
the estates of the nobility, in default of the male line,
reverting to the King. Besides the Vice-Roy, there isfre-
